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To present a connected history of Bardhankuti
Zeminders; one of the oldest Raj families in
Morthern Benpal who roled over a considerdble
partion of Northern Bengal 22 independent chiels
even before the 12th Century A, D). 15 practi-
cally impossible in the aebsence of sufhigient historic
materials or any aopthentic records linking the
past, in the possession of generatinns thar followed,
That the family existed even during the time of
Mahanmmad-i-Bakhtyar, the Khalijf's expedition o
Bhotan and Tibet in or aboae 1198 A, D after he
had pasted Eaksman Sen, the Sen King of Beagal,
ir noted in the “Tabskat-i-Nasiri™— A general
history of the Mubamadan ilynastes of Aasin
including Hindustan from S10A, DLt 12680 A
D, by Maulang Minhaj-ud-din Abu-TFmar-i-Usman
as tranelaced by Major H. G. Baverty ( pp. 36l
Vol 1), thus—

“_One of the chiefs of the tribes of Kunch
and Mej fell into the hands of Muhammad--
Balhtyar, the Kheli, and at his hand alse the
former adopted the Mahomedan faith, Heagreed
ey condyct Muhammad-:-Bakhtvar into those hills
and act as guides and he brought the latter toa
place where there 33 2 city the name of which ic
Burdhan { Koz ). They relate after this manner
that in ancient times Shah Gustasib returned from
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the country of Chin came towards Kamrud and
by that route got into Hindustan and found the
city Burdhan [ Kot )"

The same fact finds a place :n different shape
i Stuart's History of Bengal { pp.-65 ) thus.—

“_Muhammad Bukcyar had the merit of
converting one of the chiefs of the tribe of
Eoonch to whom he gave the name of Agmeikh
tir the Musaulmin faith. This' person undertook
to be his guide and director on their expedition
[ to Bhootin and Thibet ). He Bzst led the srmy
to a city named Burdhan or Murdehan under the
walls of which mn.a very laxge river, callad
Bugmutty, three times as broad as the Ganges.
Thiz dver falls into the Indian sea, which is
called 4n the Hindy language Sumunder—,”

Some historians say that the city of Bardhan-
kot was founded by one Bardban, a hindu Ragah
of Poundta-Vardhan or Parashuram-garh whe left

the place during first Mabammadan invasion of.
Bengal

Nothing more of - interest i heard about
‘Bardhankot, upto the reign of Aurangzeb, the
Mughal Emperor, when the Zemindart under Rajah
Bhagaban was split into two, viz, 9 snnas and 7
annas. the latter portion being lost 1o the Zeminders
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nd included in  Dinajpur Raj Zamindari under
s ewmetanicss noted In Mr. -Goodlad’s account of
Edrakpur ( Bardhankuti}) dncorporated hereaftet.
Oninion of course differ as to the division of Dar-
dhankuti buritis afact that it was divided a5 such
and. it was sanctioned from the Dacca Subab. A
portionof the remaining Zamindari was again nsurped
by an putsider but it was testored o Bardhankut:
Zaminders by Empeéror Aurangzeb. Diuzing the
latter part of 18th Century the Rajahs of Dinajpur
proved a very powerful Toe to the family and plagued
them incessantly and even put a claim to the pro-
perties of the family 25 15 evidenced by the Bengal
Records. Vol 1 (1782930 Tt also appears from the
abave records that when Mr Goodlad was the
Collertor of Rangpur a very serious conilict arose
over the post of Dewan to Raph Gour Nath Roy
between Dewan Rajkishen Roy and another named
Rajballav and it ended in the latter Rajballav being
placed almest in- the place of Ragah, The subgects of
the Raiah intervened, Rejhallav was remov ed and
Dewuni Rajkishen was reinstated. There 15 a local
poem  deseribing graphically the facts above and the
came, though in Bengall has found aplace in thiz
sketch.

The evil times that befell the family and led
to - its gradual decline nto lts present deplorable
position 15 noted in Mr. Glazier's History of Rang-
pur and an extract therefrom has also been mmcor-

pordted,
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I have endeavoured all that B lay in oy
power to find out the particulats relating to
Edralkpur, but there are no kind of records to
which [ can refer, and the zaminder either does
not possess or will not produce the history of his
houze, Whatever information 1 have procgTed,
I obtained from him with great trouble, and it is
s very vague that-1 am almost ashamed to send it

The first zamindér there t=an sccoune of 18
Rajah Rajendra, but in what year e held the
zamindary or during whose refgn, there is no
accournt | his Successors were Rajhah Baggernit,
Rajah Nartuttum. Rajah Kishen Dylal, Ratah
Nunkishen. Rajah Shama Kishore, Rajah Bowanii
Kant, Rajah Guoperrammun, Rapsh Oumer Kant,
Rajah Gourhurel, Rajah Kesheneadra and Rajah
Ergondber, all these people if theyever exise
are no farther recorded than merely by name
Rajah Ergnodber was succesded by his son Rarah
Bhaugwan, whe'#h idiat: his dewan was also of
the same name who avaihng himself of his
master’s weakness went to Dacea, where the
Subah then resided, claimed the zamindary as bis
own night and by bobing the Subah’ turned it
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the lawful possessar. A long dispute ensued which
at lengeh ended the division of the zamindary,
the lawful possessor having nine annis and the
gsurper se¢ven, which seven annas are now part
of the zamindary of Dinajpur. It is very remark-
able that, in a circumstance whers one half: of the
inheritance was done away, neither the zamindar
nor his officers are able to tell me the name of
the Subah in whose ttme the event took place.

Rajah Bhaugwan was succeedad by his son
Rajah Munhari, and in the reign of Shaw Suja s
man named Madhu Sing obtained possession  of
five of the remaining nineannas of the zamindary.
This obliged the zamindar to repair to Delhi for
justice and firman was obtained from the Emperor
Aurengeeb, dated the 11th. vear of his teign.
turning out Madhu Sing and giving the zamin-
darv to Rajsh Roghunath the son of Rajah
Munhari. This is the only document T have been
able to obtamn. On perusing the copy cf the
firman I was surprizsed to find the division of the
seven anfias confirmed, which. 1 think would
hardly have been thecase-bad the fact been as
represented to me by the zamindar and which
want of better information I bave been obliged to
insert. In the zeman of the firman [ find the zamip-
dary was much largsr than it ig at present, and
that the Pargaunah of Coondy which is now in

Rangpur, the purgaunah of Sorooppur which belongs
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to Rajshahy and pargeunah Pludsy which is miow in
Dinajpar; were all subordinate to this zamindary,
but the officers here cannot tell me when they were
separated. Rajah Roghunsth was succeeded by his
son-Rajash Raminath, whpse son Rajah Hurrinath
succeeded him, and m whese name there {s dnother
firman confirming him in kis- szamindary dred the
seventeenth year of the reign of Aurondze, [ an
obein no  further particulars than that the last
named zamindar was succeeded by hisson Rajah
Bessinauth; and was succeeded by li= som Rajgab
Sheerauth father of the present possessor, Rah
Gournauth.

It i5 3 great pity that no records have been kept
of the drcumstances relatmng to this district - it has
once been 2 place of great Importance dnd the tuins
of Ghoraghat, which are all brick and stone and
many miles inlength sre now overgrown wath jungle
and inhabited only by wild beascs.

Tradition’ says 1t was the seat ol (3overnment
till the Emperor Jahanghir removed it to Dacce, and
I am infaemed that the records of the khalsaaf
those of the sudder camoongos will show that the
Sizkar of Ghoraghat from the district subordigare
to it once paid a revenue of ninesy Bes of rupees,

So RO GooolLAD,
Clofleedy,
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History of Bardhanknti.

{ 9 Annas { thoraghat }

FROM MR, GLAZIER'S HISTORY OF RANGPUR.

EDRAXPUR, DINAJPUR, AND THE SIBE4 MERALS.
SARGAR GHORABHAT,

Edrakpur and Dimajpur. known  respectively
‘s nine annas and seven annas Ghoraghat, were he
remains of the large zomindary of thar name, and
thee sicca Mehals, - fve jugic estates held ar fixed fates
thus denominated,” wers separated taiooks of the
same. zamindary, which at the time of which weo
write, comprised in its iwo shares the grester part
of Dinajpur District, 8 portion of Rangpur to the
eoath, and nearly the whaole of the present districes
of Maldah and Boagra. It had a century before, in
the time of Aurngreb, included Sorroappur and
Coondy ; but the former pargensh Mad aow become
3 portion of the MNattore zamindary, and Coondy
was it separate estate divided among several shares,
The city of Ghoraghat, was once the tear of the
Eastern Mogal Government with o circle ofcollection
of ninety lacs of rapees, bue the @ar of Governmens

g __E




] = !
7

was removed to [acca in  the reign of  Jehan-
ghir. We have scen that Ghoraghat was the bissis
whence the Rangpur chaklns were over-runat the
elode of ths seventeenth century, The site of the
city i in the Dinajpur Distrier, a5 it lies -0 the
west Bank of Kuratya, and I mmoinformoed that
extensve rulns stll exise, imbedded 1n |:1:|i'.:!t_ jungle;
Mr. Gogdlad’s sccount -of (Ghorghat givem n
Appendix A, (Nol13l gives long: list-of Ofteen
Rajahs who' are numes and nothing mome ; and
secording o rhe story which he dlres, bt doubs,
It feams tome, without good reason, the diiHzibn
into thetwo-shares of 9 inmss and seven annas wos
broughe abont by doul dealing Onae of the
zamindars Hajah Bhagawan belng an tdior, bl dewan
who leld rthe mime name, ook advintipe ol this
fact, and by jodicioosy ounagoment olbbimed o e
of the zamitdsey from the Diccy Subah, and @ long
contest which ensued resulted i the division tbove
noted, Sand-usarper pecaiting the 7 Smnas share, chin
ot inarpur.

Dinajput was pat ander sepirnte charve of the
Hangpur Collecear dunng the two g2ar: of Debi
Singh's farm—1781-83, and. the Colléctor was
dizected to resile oceasionally: ar Dhnajpur o b i
cheek upan the farmer. Then Mo Medowall was
Collector. for one vear [1783-27847 before be camne
to Rangptr, and stter his incumbency Dimajpur was
again under Reagpur for two yearsmore (1784-1786)
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In May 1786, Mr. Hateh was appointed Coljectar.
and the districts have ever sinte temaited distinge.

Edrakpur, the' 9 annas share, had been under
Rangpur in 1773 when Mr, Purling was Colloctor :
where it was subject to subsequently does not
appear ; but in 1781 1t was again brought into this
collectorate. and remained so since, with the excep-
tion of the one vear, 1786-57 of the Ghomghar
Colectorate. The revenue assessed on this i bl
dary fluctuated between Re T85612 in 1174 BS,
Bs 130,523 in L181 B 5, and 160,196 10 the dime
of Debi Singh, at which last amognt it continued,
After the inuyndiations of 17RT a deduction of Rs.
15000 was allowed upto 1196 BS, (178590 A D)),
but this allowanece was resumed the firet yvear of the
decennial settdement. Edrakpur has now disappeared
from the map, Its 69 parganakis were sold in Jots
early in the present century forarears of Tevenue :
only a few small portions remain o the descendants
of the former Rajahs, not paying for maore than
Rs 2000 { I2.000) to Government as Revenue, The
Dinajpur Rajah seill retains a considarable, althonph
much reduced, sseate paving a lac ‘ond three
.quarters of revernue,

The Sicca Mehals merit no zpecial mention.
Their revenues having always remamned fixed. After
the decennial settlement the most southerly,
Bullehar, was transferred to Rajshaby, and portions
of others go to form the district of Bogrs
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